
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create Learning Trust 
Little Leigh Primary School 

 
Maths Calculation Policy 

 

This document sets out the expectations for each year group in terms of calculation strategies following the 
CPA approach and in line with the White Rose Maths framework. 

 
All year groups follow the CPA (Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract) approach as part of our teaching for Mastery 
curriculum. This ensures that concepts are introduced to children using concrete resources and pictorial 

representations to support understanding and visualisation before moving onto formal methods of 
calculation (abstract). As children become more confident in their understanding and application of 

concepts, they are encouraged to utilise the formal methods to increase efficiency and fluency. Secure 
fluency enables children to access problem-solving with confidence and efficiency. 

 
Teachers follow the key strategies and methods as set out below for their year groups but use their own 
discretion to assess and make decisions about the appropriateness of the methods dependent on their 

cohorts. This may mean that further steps are added/removed to strengthen understanding and fluency 
within each phase. 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Addition 
 

Key language: sum, total, parts and wholes, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’ 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 

Subtraction 
 

Key language: take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease. 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Multiplication 
 

Key language: double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups. 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Division 
 

Key language: share, group, divide, divided by, half. 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 


